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ABSTRACT

Background: - Saudi Arabia is undergoing a major economic transformation under its Vision
2030 initiative, which aims to reduce the nation's reliance on oil revenues and promote sustainable,
diversified economic growth. In this context, factors such as regional trade agreements (RTAs),
foreign direct investment (FDI), export diversification (ED), and economic integration (EI) have
emerged as key pillars in shaping the Kingdom's economic development. However, there is limited
empirical research assessing the combined impact of these variables on economic growth in the
Saudi Arabian context.

Purpose: - The primary objective of this study is to examine the individual and collective influence
of RTAs, FDI, ED, and EI on Saudi Arabia’s economic growth. The study aims to provide a data-
driven foundation for understanding how these drivers interact and contribute to the nation’s
strategic development goals.

Research Design and Methodology: — This research adopts a quantitative research methodology.
Data were collected from a structured survey administered to 316 respondents including
professionals, investors, and policymakers engaged in economic planning and development. The
study employed reliability analysis (Cronbach’s Alpha), factor analysis (KMO and Bartlett’s test),
descriptive statistics, Pearson correlation, ANOVA, and multiple regression analysis to evaluate
the relationships among the variables and test the study’s hypotheses.

Findings: — The findings reveal that all four independent variables—RTAs, FDI, ED, and EI—
have a significant positive effect on economic growth. Among them, economic integration
emerged as the strongest predictor, followed by FDI, RTAs, and export diversification. High
correlations were also observed among the independent variables, suggesting a synergistic
relationship in promoting economic development. These results affirm the importance of
coordinated policy efforts to achieve sustainable growth aligned with Vision 2030.

Practical Implications: — The results have direct implications for policymakers, business leaders,
and investors. The study highlights the need for integrated strategies that foster trade, attract long-
term investment, expand non-oil exports, and strengthen economic ties with regional and global
markets. These insights can guide the design of economic policies that support diversification,

resilience, and competitiveness in the Saudi economy.



